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“No. He seems to be the only one that can go between o
pack and the Royal Pack right now. We have sent scouts
out and they can cross out of the border, but when they
hit an invisible perimeter, they get, | guess ‘sick’ is the
right word. We don't really know. There isn't anything that
we can tell that would cause the reactions, but it has
hospitalized several of our scouts for days. Gentry and
Elena say it isn't magic placed on them, but that doesn’t
mean that magic isn't being used. Naturally they wanted
to go to the site to examine for themselves, and as
expected Nickolas and Daniel both said ‘no.” We don't
know what is being planned, but we have to assume that
they will attack the two witches working with us and our
Alphas. You six are our priority, because you will be
needed when they do finally attack. So you are confined
to the pack grounds until further notice, not even going as
far as the pentagram sites.” He gives us a stern 'dad’ look.

A growl rips through the room and Ava cowers into Brett.
It took me a second to realize the grow! came from me
and my eyes went wide as | slapped my hand over my
mouth.

“Sam let us know, we obviously haven't gotten arount




His eyes softened and -

ay completely. | leaned my forehead into his shoulder
‘and took a deep breath, the citrus is strongest with honey
and cinnamon notes behind it.

“At least I'm not confined alone this time. | should
probably work with Elena and Gentry and try to see if any
new magical abilities showed up while | was locked in a
coma for two days. We should see if anything transferred
to you guys too. | mean, Oliver was able to help with a few
things before. | wonder if you have some extra magical
abilities now.” | look over my shoulder at him. “We should
probably test the elemental stuff too. | don't really
understand what to do with that.”

Oliver squeezes my knee under the table "We'll figure it
out, don’'t worry Bitty."

At least | know who is who based on the nicknames they
use.” Ava laughs.

“So are we just going to skip over the whole ‘you are
second chance mates thing,’ or what?” Dakota leans
forward, but there’s a smile on his face. 32




under the table.

“We weren't glossing it over, because it really is a big deal
and important to us, but since none of you seemed
particularly phased by it, we didn’t want to push the idea.
Not everyone gets a second chance mate and to be
honest we weren't sure how you boys would take it since
it really hasn't been that long since we lost your father.
We wanted to be respectful of your feelings and we know
that your own mate situation has been a priority too. We
didn‘'t want to overshadow our new Alphas, but we are
truly happy and " Brett smiles down at her and | realize
for the first time that | don't think | have ever seen him
look like that before.

His mate died in a small attack when we were all really
little. | only know that much of the story, but she was a
force apparently. | don’t know if Oliver even remembers
her. But it has always just been Brett and Oliver as the
Gammas as long as | can remember. Now that | see him
like this, happy and content, it makes me a little sad to
know that he raised Oliver alone. Then another w
sadness washes over me because-‘he]r“ais‘eﬁi' )
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't do that, Baby. Our dads are different people a
our situations were different. Don’t compare them. Y:qt'] |
are just starting to build a relationship with your dad. ‘He
needs a chance to explain himself."*** 6 ‘ .

| bury my face in the crook of his neck and take a deep
breath in. | know the other two were listening and I'm
sure the exchange didn't go unnoticed, but neither Ava or
Brett say anything about my mood shift.

“So, if we are confined to the center of the pack, what
good are we?" Dakota shifts the topic, thankfully.

“We were all actually interested in testing your abilities
now that you are fully mated. Usually the full moon plays
a part in gaining abilities, but clearly you have all changed
some, just in the last forty eight hours. | know Gentry and
Elena had plans to test your magic as well. There will be
plenty for you to do. Don't feel like you are being
sidelined.” Brett tries to placate us, probably more me,
since the guys were aware of the protection situation
before me.

“It feels wrong to not be a part of patrols, though. What if
something happens and we are miles from the fight?"
Dakota asks.




even get excited about the idea. "We know it's you thy
Rogue King wants. We are not handing you over on a
silver platter just to test a theory. But, let's be honest, you
will probably have to go against him at some point..” low,
rumbling growls surround me. “ And, that is something
everyone in this room needs to come to terms with.” 1

“It won't be our first move though, so I'm okay with
missing out if it keeps Bitty away from that c*ck sucker as
long as possible.” Oliver wraps his arms around me
tighter. I lean into him letting him comfort me as much as
| am him and then move back to my seat so we can

actually eat.

The rest of dinner is pretty mundane. My wolf and | are
trying to wrap our heads around the idea that these are
now family members, in-laws. We will do things like this
all of the time for celebrations, anniversaries, birthdays,
holidays and eventually with our pups. Oh f*ck! | cannot
be thinking about pups right now. And | need to turn this
panic off before someone notices and asks. My mates
are too observant on a normal day, now they are su r




\o idea, but maybe that was part of the plan. At this
point, I've stopped trying to keep up with what the
Goddess has going on.”

“It's about time!” Lil comes running at us. “You had a
visitor and Sierra is super pissed.”

“Huh? Who the hell would visit, especially now?” | ask as
we move through the house towards the back door. I'm
not surprised to find everyone around the fire pit.

“F*cking Olympia, that's who.” Sierra growls from her seat
on the opposite side of the fire. 1

“Why in the hell would she come here of all places?” |
wonder out loud, moving towards the long bench | know
my guys typically occupy. | just wait for them to get
situated and decide whose lap I'm going to sitin. I've
given up trying to sit in my own seat out here.

“Hold the phone. Who's Olympia?” Mateo asks. 1

“This b*tch who gave Sky and Mina a hard time when they
would visit Xander and Alpha Reggie at the castle.”

“She wasn't the worst though. Charlene wanted t
eyeballs out, but that was more because | told he
embarrasses her in public.” 2 :

“None of that information
ere th It so
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