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Wesley, usually a master of retorts, found hims‘elzfv‘:"
speechless in the face of Marco's solemn demeanor.

Not one to surrender easily, he squinted and scoffed,
"You're already an ex-husband. Isn't it a bit late to play
hero now?"

Humbled, the usually prideful Marco dipped his head,
responding earnestly, "Still, it's better than sitting idle.”

At Marco's comment, Wesley was at a loss for words.
Try as he might, he couldn't pinpoint a valid criticism
against Marco.

Loraine was equally confused.

Marco's candidness in front of Rowan and Wesley
* was unexpected. She had assured Rowan she would
not repeat past mistakes, yet she could feel her
connection with Marco strengthening.

Her instinct was to flee. Yet her need fon m&**""' i
i} l M
sistance shackled her. Escape seem
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1g the hospital, Marco immediately off
, let me escort you home."

Before Loraine could respond, Wesley eyed Marco
with suspicion, warning him, "Marco, you've done
plenty for our family, and we are grateful. But if you
have ulterior motives, I'm telling you now, it's not
happening!

Marco held his peace. The Torres family's love for
Loraine was evident. They repeated their warnings,
attempting to shield their loved one from any harm.

Of course, Marco had no intention of leveraging their
gratitude to manipulate Loraine. However, he couldn't
deny his desire to become closer with her and thus
didn't rebuff Wesley's accusations.

This infuriated Wesley even more. He spun around to
face Loraine, a look of outrage plastered on his face.
He seemed to be silently warning her about Marco's
::-sup‘posed scheming! fig




smile, Marco proposed, "Actually, |
e the outcome after consulting with my

- Maintaining a grim face, Wesley forced a smile and

suggested, "Mr. Bryant, it isn't fair to burden you with
our troubles. You're a guest here. Why not join us at
the Torres family home? We can discuss there."

Without hesitation, Marco accepted. "Sounds good.”

The expression on Wesley's face turned gloomy but
he couldn't take back his invitation, and was obliged
to welcome Marco into his car.

They cruised speedily and soon reached the Torres
‘ mansion.

Marco's first visit to the Torres' residence was marked
by intrigue. Despite prior business ties with the Bryant
Group, the Torres family didn't have a deep bond with
them. The connection deteriorated further following

" Loraine's divorce.
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h Marco was unflappable during hidhl
egotiations, he was slightly jittery now.

He was stepping into Loraine's home. Not her rented
~apartment, but the place where she was raised. This
was his first chance to experience it firsthand. He felt

he was finally drawing closer to Loraine.




Loraine couldn't help but feel a twinge of unease.
Marco wasn't just any ordinary guest to her. It seemed
like, no matter how she interacted with him, things
always felt peculiar.

Summoning her courage, she cleared her throat and
spoke. "Marco, let's move to my study. It'll be a more
suitable place for our discussion.’

Marco's eyes sparkled in agreement.

Loraine held a special place in the hearts of the
Torres family, and it was evident in her study. The
study, located adjacent to Aldo's, the patriarch of the
Torres family, was not only beautifully designed and
decorated, but also showcased the significance they
attributed to Loraine.
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| The bookshelves were an artistic masterpiece,
fashioned in the form of an oak tree, W




ictures Loraine nestled by the window engroséed in |
‘a foreign book. His heart melted.

Her remarkable prowess evoked regret in him for not
knowing her sooner.

The more Marco interacted with Loraine, the deeper
his affections for her grew. His anticipation to explore
Loraine's room was heightened, hoping it would offer
a deeper insight into her persona.

However, his intense, straight gaze towards Loraine's
personal space didn't sit well with Wesley.

Propped against the door, Wesley coughed audibly,
fixing a stern look at Marco as he admonished, "Have
you had your fill? Isn't it about time we get to the task
at hand? Can you reach out to your friend's scientific
research team now?’

Marco remained undeterred, even exhibiting a desire
to dismiss Wesley.

“It's indeed time to get in touch with them. | need a
eomputer to hold a virtual meeting and discus #
details of leasing the equipment from the




ubtle smile played on Marco's lips, he strode
rds Lorame who was stationed by the desk. He

hen briefed her on the key points for their upcoming
conversation.

Loraine engaged in serious discourse with him,
preparing for the subsequent communication.

Evening soon descended. Upon confirming that the

individual at the other end was available, Marco
initiated a video call.

As the video call came alive, the first image that
flashed on the display was a jumble of white hair,
uncannily resembling untamed brambles.

Loraine was taken aback.

Gradually, a visage characterized by countless
creases came into view.

" The elderly gentleman, with glasses perched on his
A nose, narrowed his eyes at the screen for a while
before breaking into a cheerful grin.




ring nod towards Loraine, Marco turned
‘the gentleman and spoke in a frosty tone. "Dr.
E er, | implore you to be professional. Do you fancy
~me relaying your words to your wife?"

Clearly accustomed to Marco's demeanor, Sullivan
Palme only offered a show of his open palms in

surrender, simultaneously throwing a cheeky wink
towards Loraine.

"Young miss, don't misinterpret my words. It was
merely a compliment, devoid of any ulterior intent.
Now, shall we proceed to the task at hand?"

His demeanor swiftly turned sober and he shifted his
position slightly.

Loraine's eyes caught sight of a line of logos on the
. wall behind Sullivan, representing the Research
" |nstitute of the Solar Company.

| It was Solar Company again?
Caught off guard, Loraine glanced at Marco ar

queried, "ls your acquaintance par»t: of'
‘ s scientific research team? Ho Ve
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