ht after Bryan's departure, an aloof girl approached. !

1

‘Her demeanor was frosty as she asked, "There’s no 4

point in pretending to be strong if you're weak here. If

you're concerned that your opponent might seek
revenge, rest assured, he won't pass this test. My

advice is to leave.”

Liam shook his head. He had not been posturing as
the girl suggested. Since he decided to come, he was

self-assured.

While his current balancing was somewhat poor, two
days of experimentation had provided him with the
temporary boost he needed to confront most

challenges.

Simultaneously, Liam sensed that the girl's intentions

were kind rather than malicious. Her friendliness

made it hard for him to decline her help.
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dropouts from the test.”

Everyone was taken aback, turning their attention to ._
the source of the voice. The examiner had
materialized in the center of the scene, seemingly out

of thin air.
No one had noticed his arrival, including Liam.

Although the examiner had an unremarkable
appearance, Liam felt an immense pressure
emanating from him. The examiner resembled the
middle-aged man who had bested Liam at the

Hoffmans house but appeared even more formidable.

In that moment, Liam knew that he had come to the




Id tone, the examiner instructed,

acelet. Once you pass through this blue C,urtafl_r‘lu he

»examlnatlon will commence. If you find el
challenging and need to withdraw, simply remove f

your bracelet and exit the blue curtain.”

Whispers and speculations filled the air. Most
participants were partaking in the test for the first
time and were visibly excited after receiving their

bracelets.
"What do you think awaits us beyond the blue curtain?”

"'ve heard it's the gravity mountain for the first

challenge.’

"Yes, it's the gravity mountain. I've been rigorously
training for endurance every morning and night in

preparation for this. I'm confident I'll pass.’

_ "You're overestimating yourself. Do you hav
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rn tone, the examiner said, "I must stress that |

in this challenge, you can only rely on your own |
sical strength. No tools or equipment are allowed.

If | discover anyone using auxiliary devices, your

scores will be invalidated, and you will be disqualified

from the examination.”

Suddenly, a voice rang out from the crowd, "Sir, |

want to report someone.’

All eyes turned to the source of the voice, Bryan, who
pointed accusingly at Liam and said, "l report that this
guy wants to cheat. He brought auxiliary equipment

— the crutch.’
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