A burning pain came from Laura's swelling face
covered it with her hand, tears in her eyes, and look
at Liza in disbelief.

"Why did you slap me?"

Liza had a long face. Laura had no idea how much
Liza had just heard. Liza scolded, "How dare you? You
risked Bryant Group's reputation. Do you still care for
Marco's father?”

Laura realized Liza was angry when she heard her
mention Marco's late father, and she shed tears of
grief.

"'ve devoted many years of my life to the Bryant
family. I've worked hard even if | havent contributed
anything significant.” She glanced at Marco.
"Everything is in his hands. Marina and | got noth g...

Marco frowned slightly.

dldn_t know why hIS




~ Since he was a child, Marco had known that'

didn't like him. He gradually grew accustomed
and grew quieter.

His grandmother later sent him abroad to study and .
start up a business. As a result, his relationship with
his family was even more alienated.

Fortunately, he was no longer depressed over Laura's
cold treatment of him and her preference for Marina.

Marco remained silent. Liza gave him a worried look
before glaring sternly at Laura.

"You heartless thing! How much money did Marco
give you and your daughter over the years? Are you
still not satisfied?"

"Marina and | deserve it!" Laura exclaimed in a raised
voice.
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What a useless loser you are!"

She made no mention of what she had prev":‘ J
done to Loraine.

Laura was enraged since Liza put all the blame on h

She complained, "It's not all my fault! It's Loraine's,
While she was married to Marco, she concealed her
true identity and background. She restored her identity
as soon as they got divorced. And she even pestered
Marco. I'm just defending Bryant Group against her."

Liza hesitated when she heard this.

Seeing her hesitation, Laura continued, "As you can
see, Loraine is solely to blame this time. Without her,
Bryant Group was perfectly fine.’

Suddenly, Liza frowned.

"Shut up! How dare you mention the company? Bryg;_‘t :
Group is the one that is affected the most | this

situation.”




Liza snorted. "All the losses that occurred due
will be deducted from your stock bonus. Just
mind that you shouldn't blame me for kicking yo
of the family if you make trouble again!"

Laura's face had lost color.

Marina was secretly standing against the wall near the i
stairs, gnashing her teeth.

She was furious as she listened to everything. She
dared not challenge her grandmother, and she
harbored a deep hatred for Loraine.

Even after the divorce, Loraine still made her and her
mother live in hell.

Marina grit her teeth as she sent a mes_sage_g
group of her friends. . L

"Il make anyone who can help m
lesson my sister-in-law!”




It would also frustrate Marco. They couldn't af
handle such consequences.

After a long time, a person responded to her.

"Marina, I'll help you."




Universe Group cooperated again and that Lorair
Marco had dinner together.

Gossip was, after all, more entertaining than financia '1,
news. ‘

Gossip that Loraine and Marco had poached the
restaurant's chef and had plans to develop a food
court quickly spread. People predicted that the new
CBD the two families were building would quickly
become a new landmark in Vagow.

As Loraine saw how the cooperation was trending,
she thought for a while and then contacted Bryant
Group's project director.

They discussed it, and both sides agreed to capita‘lize ‘
on the current hot topic.

Loraine decided on launching the fooq co
holding an investment-attracting meet s=i

1

larco seconded her plan.




Those looking to join were all big shots in the c"at
industry. No business district had ever had
popularity from the beginning. The value of the ne

CBD that Bryant Group and Universe Group worked ol
was known.

The meeting went on enthusiastically. From the stage |
where she sat, Loraine spotted Tonio and greeted him.

Tonio was not in a chef's suit today. He wore casual
clothes, which in a way stood out from the serious
business representatives around him.

When he saw Loraine, he walked over with a smile.

Loraine pulled out the contract and showed Tonlo
"The first spot has been saved for you!"

Tonio took the papers, ready to sign.

Right then, someonée sneer__ed. _




;, Loraine raised her brows at the
~ hostility and asked, "Who are you?"

For a couple of seconds, the woman froze, then sk
snarled angrily, "Stop with the pretense, Loraine. I
Colette Moreau. My father owns Moreau Group.
Marina and | are close friends, and | visited her a lot.
How could you not know who | am?"

Loraine carefully thought on her words. She then
recalled something.

There had indeed been a person who visited the
Bryant family often to get close to Marco under the
guise of being a close friend of Marina's. However,
Marco quickly exposed her intentions and rejected
her firmly.

Thus, this so-called best friend of Marina had
reached out to the Bryant family for a long time.

Loraine couldn't tell if Colette was her‘ev for N
for food court.




for Moreau Group to join in such a pro;ect‘7"

There were whispers from all other representa
around.

The marketing director beside Loraine whispered ih’i
her ear, "Moreau Group is extremely powerful in the
catering industry. We'll benefit a lot from a
cooperation with them. Wouldn't it be best we
reconsider the contract with Tonio Pavani?"

Colette smugly took in the reactions of the people
around, triumphantly waiting for Loraine to plead for
her cooperation.

Loraine would have to endure it due to the overall
situation in the name of cooperation whether she liked
it or not!

Adding to that, Colette could use this opportunity
well to get close to Marco.

Just as Colette's mind was |mag|ne







